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Hiba Abboud [SPEAKING ARABIC]

Dana Ballout That's Hiba Abboud introducing the afternoon newscast. She's now the director of the women's division
of Radio Fresh. She talked to me from the women's office over Skype.

Hiba Abboud [SPEAKING ARABIC]
Interpreter I never imagined that I would hear my own voice, or that Twould be a reporter. Never.

Dana Ballout Hiba was a young newlywed who had just moved to town when she heard that Radio Fresh was
recruiting women to go on air. She'd been listening to the radio and was curious what it was like to make it. So she, along
with 20 other women, went to the first training. They did icebreakers, spent three days on voice technique.

Interpreter And how to be as a presenter, and how to take breaths from your belly.

Dana Ballout Hiba passed the training and began working at the station, made news shows, programs about women's
rights, interviews with local women who had lost their husbands in the war. By the time Raed put Hiba and the other
women on the air in 2015, the Islamists in charge of Kafrenbel, Nusra, already hated Radio Fresh.

Now Radio Fresh got a lot of warnings for having women on air. Nusra considered their voices shameful, a form of
nakedness. Finally, in January 2016, Nusra had had enough. They burst in one morning to shut the station down, broke
down the door, faces covered, carrying machine guns. They took everything-- laptops, the transmitter, Hadi's hookah,
flash drives. Hiba and the other women watched the Nusra guys ransack the main station from another building, the
women’s office just up the hill.



